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Introduction 
 

The following Music Curriculum guidelines have been developed to assist teachers 
and administrators in the Diocese of Spokane.  It is the expectation that these 
guidelines will be used to develop a local Music Curriculum to meet the needs of the 
students in each school.  While the Music Committee is aware that the teaching of 
music in the diocesan schools varies due to several factors, it is confident that this 
new curricular model will greatly strengthen music instruction throughout the 
diocesan schools. 
 
This curriculum is based on the music standards contained in the National 
Standards for Arts Education and the Catholic Connection to the National Standards 
(a document of the National Association of Pastoral Musicians Music Education 
Division).   
 
The Music Curriculum Committee affirms the following statements from the 
Catholic Connection to the National Standards: 
 

Study in all the arts – (dance, music, theater, and visual arts) – is vital to 
Catholic Education. 

It is imperative that a quality music education, in the Catholic schools, is coupled 
with a solid foundation of liturgical music enabling the students to develop 
both as musicians and active participants in the celebrations of the Church. 

Developing and implementing the standards is essential to each student’s growth 
as a musician.  It is important to implement a variety of effective strategies in 
order to assess student learning in a fair and accurate manner. 

Integrating the Catholic Connections with the National Standards can enable 
and encourage students to develop musical skills that will support life-long 
learning and performance, and lead to a deeper appreciation and enthusiasm 
as a participant in the worshipping assembly. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Kindergarten 

 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

Developing appropriate vocal and instrumental practices and habits. 
Developing beginning skills in improvising and creating music. 
Developing beginning skills in reading simple rhythmic notation using age-

appropriate methods. 
Developing beginning skills in listening to and analyzing music. 
Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1:  The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Recognize and demonstrate the difference between speaking and singing 
voices. 

1.02 Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range. 
1.03 Sing with correct posture. 
1.04 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.05 Sing a variety of music. 
1.06 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2:  The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

Recognize and play both pitched and unpitched instruments where available. 
Echo simple rhythmic patterns. 
Play with appropriate technique and posture. 
Demonstrate a steady beat. 
Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
Play a varied repertoire of music. 
Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 

 
National Standard 3:  The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

Improvise a response by moving to given rhythmic and melodic phrases. 
Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4:  The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
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Select musical sounds to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
Compose a simple rhythmic pattern. 
Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5:  The learner will read and notate music. 
 

Read simple rhythmic notation. 
Recognize simple melodic notation. 
Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6:  The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

Identify same melodies versus different melodies, and call and response sections 
in music. 

Demonstrate perceptual skills by answering questions about aural musical 
examples of various styles and cultures. 

Identify sound sources visually and aurally. 
Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics while 

listening to music. 
Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 

 
National Standard 7:  The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

Relate personal reactions to music selections. 
Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 

 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
  

8.01 Recognize commonalities between music and the other arts. 
8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 

areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 
8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 

perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 
 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Listen to examples of music from various historical periods and cultures. 
9.02 Identify various uses of music. 
9.03 Identify roles of musicians. 
9.04 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade One 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

Developing appropriate vocal and instrumental practices and habits. 
Developing Skills in improvising and creating music. 
Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
Developing skills in listening to and analyzing music. 
Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and other 

content areas. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.07 Recognize and demonstrate the difference between speaking and singing 
voices. 

1.08 Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range. 
1.09 Sing with correct posture. 
1.10 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.11 Sing a variety of music. 
1.12 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2:  The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

Recognize and play both pitched and unpitched instruments where available. 
Echo simple rhythmic patterns. 
Play with appropriate technique and posture. 
Demonstrate a steady beat. 
Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
Play a varied repertoire of music. 
Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 

 
National Standard 3:  The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

3.01 Improvise an appropriate response to given rhythmic and melodic phrases. 
3.02 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinati and ostinato 

accompaniments. 
3.03 Improvise simple rhythmic variations using familiar melodies. 
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3.04 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 
 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Select and create music to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
4.02 Compose a simple melody using at least three pitches. 
4.03 Compose a simple rhythmic pattern. 
4.04 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.05 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
  

Read simple rhythmic notation. 
Read simple melodic notation. 
Recognize and respond to simple symbols and terms. 
Use symbols to notate simple musical patterns. 
Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify simple music forms when presented aurally. This includes AB, 
ABA, and Introduction. 

6.02 Demonstrate perceptual sills by answering questions about and discussing 
aural examples of music. 

6.03 Identify a variety of musical instruments visually and aurally. 
6.04 Identify solo and group vocal timbres of children’s voices. 
6.05 Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics 

while listening to music. 
6.06 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 

 
National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
  

7.01 Explain personal reactions to musical works. 
7.02 Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 

 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify commonalities between music and the other arts. 
8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 

areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 
8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 

perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 
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National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Listen to examples of music from various historical periods and cultures. 
9.02 Identify various uses of music. 
9.03 Identify roles of musicians. 
9.04 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade Two 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate vocal and instrumental practices and habits. 
2. Demonstrating increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying traditional sybols and terms. 
4. Reading and notating simple rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Developing skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Developing listening and analytical skills. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

Sing phrases of simple songs with increases pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range, using both chest and 

head tones. 
Sing with proper vocal technique using head tones, clear diction, and correct 

posture. 
Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics and phrasing. 
Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2: The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

Play with increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
Play with appropriate posture and increases technical accuracy. 
Play expressively with appropriate dynamics. 
Respond to the cues of the conductor. 
Play instrumental parts while others sing and/or play rhythmic, melodic, or 

harmonic parts. 
Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and cultures. 
Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 
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National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

3.01 Improvise an appropriate ‘answer’ to given rhythmic and melodic 
‘questions.’ 

3.02 Improvise simple pentatonic melodies. 
3.03 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments. 
3.04 Improvise short songs and instrumental pieces using a variety of sound 

sources. 
3.05 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic variations of familiar melodies. 
3.06 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
4.02 Compose a simple melody using at least five pitches (Pentatonic Scale). 
4.03 Compose a simple rhythmic piece using half notes, quarter notes, with 

notes, and quarter rests. 
4.04 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.05 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read rhythmic notation with increased accuracy including whole notes, 
half notes, quarter notes, with notes, and quarter rests in 2/4, ¾, and 4/4 
meters. 

5.02 Read simple melodic notation with increased accuracy. 
5.03 Identify traditional symbols and terms. 
5.04 Use symbols to notate simple musical patterns. 
5.05 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify simple music forms when presented aurally. This includes AB, 
ABA, and Introduction / Coda. 

6.02 Demonstrate perceptual skills by answering questions about and 
describing aural examples of music from a variety of styles and cultures. 

6.03 Discuss music using appropriate terminology. 
6.04 Identify a variety of classroom, orchestral, band, and cultural instruments 

by their timbre. 
6.05 Identify solo and group vocal timbres including children’s voices, and 

male/female adult voices. 
6.06 Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics 

while listening to music. 
6.07 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
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National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating performances and composition of ones self 
and others. 

7.02 Explain personal reactions to musical works. 
7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify and explain commonalities between music and the other arts. 
8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 

areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 
8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 

perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 
 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Identify the style of aural musical examples from various historical 
periods and cultures. 

9.02 Describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music 
examples from various cultures in the world. 

9.03 Identify various uses of music, and describe characteristics that make 
certain music suitable for each use. 

9.04 Identify and describe the roles of musicians in various musical settings 
and cultures. 

9.05 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade Three 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate expressive and technical vocal and 
instrumental practices and habits. 

2. Demonstrating increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying traditional symbols and terms and using appropriate 

terminology. 
4. Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Developing skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Developing listening and analytical skills. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Sing simple songs with increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
1.02 Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range, using both 

chest and head tones. 
1.03 Sing with proper vocal technique using head tones, clear diction, and 

correct posture. 
1.04 Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics and phrasing. 
1.05 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.06 Demonstrate beginning part-singing skills through performing rounds and 

simple ostinati. 
1.07 Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
1.08 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2: The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

2.01 Play with increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
2.02 Play with appropriate technique and posture. 
2.03 Play expressively using appropriate dynamics. 
2.04 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
2.05 Play independent instrumental parts while others sing and / or play 

rhythmic, melodic, or harmonic parts. 
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2.06 Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and 
cultures. 

2.07 Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 
 
National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

3.01 Improvise rhythmic ‘questions’ and ‘answer’ phrases. 
3.02 Improvise simple pentatonic melodies. 
3.03 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments. 
3.04 Improvise short songs and instrumental pieces using a variety of sound 

sources. 
3.05 Improvise simple rhythmic variations of familiar melodies. 
3.06 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
4.02 Compose short pieces for voices or instruments using the pentatonic scale 

and varied rhythmic values. 
4.03 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments. 
4.04 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.05 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eight notes, and quarter rests 
in 2/4, ¾, and 4/4 meters. (Including tied rhythms) 

5.02 Read melodic notation in treble clef. 
5.03 Identify pitches on the treble clef. 
5.04 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to expressive qualities 

including dynamics and tempo. 
5.05 Use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics in 

simple patterns. 
5.06 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify simple music forms when presented aurally. This includes AB, 
ABA, AABA, Call and Response, and Introduction / Coda. 

6.02 Demonstrate perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering 
questions about and describing aural examples of music from a variety of 
styles and cultures. 

6.03 Use appropriate terminology in explaining music, music notation, music 
instruments and voices, and music performances. 
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6.04 Identify visually and aurally a variety of instruments including many 
orchestral and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures. 

6.05 Identify solo and group vocal timbres including children’s voices, and 
male / female adult voices. 

6.06 Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics 
or to specific music events while listening to music. 

6.07 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
 
National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating performances and compositions of one’s self 
and others. 

7.02 Explain personal reactions to specific musical compositions and styles 
using appropriate terminology. 

7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 
 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms 
used in the other arts. 

8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 
areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 
perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 

 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Identify the style of aural musical examples from various historical 
periods and cultures. 

9.02 Describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music 
examples from various cultures in the world. 

9.03 Identify various uses of music, and describe characteristics that make 
certain music suitable for each use. 

9.04 Identify and describe the roles of musicians in various musical settings 
and cultures. 

9.05 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade Four 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate expressive and technical vocal and 
instrumental practices and habits. 

2. Demonstrating pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying traditional symbols and terms and using appropriate 

terminology. 
4. Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Developing skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Developing listening and analytical skills. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Sing with pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
1.02 Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range, using both 

chest and head tones. 
1.03 Sing with proper vocal technique including pure head tones, clear diction, 

and correct posture. 
1.04 Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation. 
1.05 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.06 Blend vocal timbres and match dynamic levels while singing in a group. 
1.07 Demonstrate part-singing skills through performing partner songs, rounds 

and ostinati. 
1.08 Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
1.09 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2: The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

2.01 Play with pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
2.02 Play with appropriate technique and posture. 
2.03 Play expressively using appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and 

interpretation. 
2.04 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
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2.05 Play independent instrumental parts while others sing and / or play 
rhythmic, melodic, or harmonic parts. 

2.06 Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and 
cultures. 

2.07 Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 
 
National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

3.01 Improvise rhythmic and melodic ‘questions’ and ‘answer’ phrases. 
3.02 Improvise simple diatonic melodies. 
3.03 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments. 
3.04 Improvise short songs and instrumental pieces using a variety of sound 

sources. 
3.05 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic variations of familiar melodies. 
3.06 Who respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
4.02 Compose short pieces for voices or instruments using pentatonic and 

major diatonic scales and varied rhythmic values. 
4.03 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments. 
4.04 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.05 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read whole notes, half notes, dotted half notes, quarter notes, eight notes, 
quarter rests, half rests, and whole rests in 2/4, ¾, and 4/4 meters. 

5.02 Read pitch notation in treble clef. 
5.03 Identify pitches on the treble clef. 
5.04 Recognize the bass clef, and begin to identify pitches on the bass clef. 
5.05 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to expressive qualities 

including dynamics and tempo. 
5.06 Use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics in 

simple patterns. 
5.07 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify simple music forms when presented aurally. This includes AB, 
ABA, AABA, Call and Response, Rondo, Ballad, and Introduction / Coda. 
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6.02 Demonstrate perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering 
questions about and describing aural examples of music from a variety of 
styles and cultures. 

6.03 Use appropriate terminology in explaining music, music notation, music 
instruments and voices, and music performances. 

6.04 Identify visually and aurally a variety of instruments including many 
orchestral and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures. 

6.05 Identify solo and group vocal timbres including children’s voices, and 
male / female adult voices. 

6.06 Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics 
or to specific music events while listening to music. 

6.07 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
 
National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating performances an compositions of one’s self 
and others. 

7.02 Explain personal reactions to specific musical compositions and styles 
using appropriate terminology. 

7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 
 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms 
used in dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts including line, color, 
texture, form/shape, rhythm, pattern, mood/emotion, theme, and purpose. 

8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 
areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 
perseverance while informally or formally participating in music.  

 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Identify the style of aural musical examples from various historical 
periods and cultures. 

9.02 Describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music 
examples from various cultures in the world, both past and present. 

9.03 Identify various uses of music, and describe characteristics that make 
certain music suitable for each use. 

9.04 Identify and describe the roles of musicians in various musical settings 
and cultures. 

9.05 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade Five 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate expressive and technical vocal and 
instrumental practices and habits. 

2. Demonstrating pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying traditional symbols and terms using appropriate terminology. 
4. Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Developing skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Developing listening and analytical skills. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Sing with pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
1.02 Match pitch within a reasonable and age-appropriate range, using both 

chest and head tones. 
1.03 Demonstrate the proper use of breath control while singing a phrase or 

simple song. 
1.04 Sing with proper vocal technique including pure head tones, clear diction, 

and correct posture. 
1.05 Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation. 
1.06 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.07 Blend vocal timbres and match dynamic levels while singing in a group. 
1.08 Demonstrate part-singing skills through performing counter-melodies, 

partner songs, rounds and ostinati. 
1.09 Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
1.10 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2:  The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

2.01 Play with pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
2.02 Play with appropriate technique and posture. 
2.03 Play expressively using appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and 

interpretation. 
2.04 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
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2.05 Play independent instrumental parts while others sing and / or play 
rhythmic, melodic, or harmonic parts. 

2.06 Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and 
cultures. 

2.07 Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 
 
National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
 

3.01 Improvise rhythmic and melodic ‘questions’ and ‘answer’ phrases. 
3.02 Improvise simple major and minor pentatonic and diatonic melodies. 
3.03 Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic ostinato accompaniments. 
3.04 Improvise increasingly complex songs and instrumental pieces using a 

variety of sound sources. 
3.05 Improvise rhythmic and melodic embellishments of familiar melodies. 
3.06 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Create and arrange music to accompany readings or dramatizations. 
4.02 Compose short pieces for voices or instruments using pentatonic and 

major and minor diatonic scales and varied rhythmic values. 
4.03 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments. 
4.04 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.05 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes, 
dotted note values, quarter rests, half rests, and whole rests in 2/4, ¾, 4/4 
and 6/8 meters. 

5.02 Read pitch notation in treble clef. 
5.03 Identify pitches on the treble and bass clefs. 
5.04 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to expressive qualities 

including dynamics and tempo. 
5.05 Use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics in 

simple patterns. 
5.06 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify simple music forms when presented aurally. This includes AB, 
ABA, AABA, Call and Response, Rondo, Ballad, Theme and Variations, 
and Introduction / Coda. 
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6.02 Demonstrate perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering 
questions about and describing aural examples of music from a variety of 
styles and cultures. 

6.03 Use appropriate terminology in explaining in explaining music, music 
notation, music instruments and voices, and music performances. 

6.04 Identify visually and aurally a variety of instruments including many 
orchestral and band instruments, and instruments from various cultures. 

6.06 Identify solo and group vocal timbres including children’s voices, and 
male / female adult voices. 

6.07 Respond through purposeful movement to prominent music characteristics 
or to specific music events while listening to music. 

6.08 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
 
National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating performances and compositions of one’s self 
and others. 

7.02 Explain personal reactions to specific musical compositions and styles 
using appropriate terminology. 

7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 
 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms 
used in dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts including line, color, 
texture, form/shape, rhythm, pattern, mood/emotion, theme, and purpose. 

8.02 Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content 
areas taught in the school are related to those of music. 

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 
perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 

 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Identify the style of musical examples from various historical periods and 
cultures. 

9.02 Describe in simple terms how elements of music are used in music 
examples from various cultures in the world, both past and present. 

9.03 Identify various uses of music, and describe characteristics that make 
certain music suitable for each use. 

9.04 Identify and describe the roles of musicians in various musical settings 
and cultures. 

9.05 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grade Six 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate expressive and technical vocal and 
instrumental practices and habits. 

2. Demonstrating pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying traditional symbols and terms and using appropriate 

terminology. 
4. Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Developing skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Developing listening and analytical skills. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1: The leaner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Sing with pitch and rhythmic accuracy and proper breath control, in an 
appropriate range. 

1.02 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.03 Sing music of appropriate voicing, with expression and technical 

accuracy. 
1.04 Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
1.05 Create harmony by singing 2-part songs, partner songs, and rounds. 
1.06 Sing music written in easy keys, meters, and rhythms in limited ranges. 
1.07 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2: The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music. 
 

2.01 Play at least one instrument with appropriate posture, playing position, and 
technique. 

2.02 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
2.03 Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and 

cultures. 
2.04 Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 

 
National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
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3.01 Improvise melodies. 
3.02 Improvise rhythmic variations of given melodies. 
3.03 Improvise short melodies while accompanied by specified patterns. 
3.04 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Compose short pieces using the basic elements of music to demonstrate 
repetition and contrast. 

4.02 Create an arrangement of an existing composition, using different voices 
and/or instruments. 

4.03 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.04 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes, 
dotted note values, quarter rests, half rests, whole rests, dotted rest values 
in 2/4, ¾, 4/4, 6/8, and 2/2 meters. 

5.02 Read pitch notation in treble and bass clefs. 
5.03 Sight sing simple melodic notation in the treble clef. 
5.04 Identify standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

articulation, and expression. 
5.05 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Identify specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate 
terminology. 

6.02 Identify elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres 
and cultures. 

6.03 Identify the basic principles of meter, rhythm, and form in analyses of 
music. 

6.04 Demonstrate auditory perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering 
questions about, and describing aural examples of music. 

6.05 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
 
National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performance. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music 
performances. 

7.02 Identify and describe how interacting musical elements impact one’s 
emotional response to music. 

7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts and opinions of others. 
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National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts, and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms 
used in dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts including line, color, 
texture, form/shape, rhythm, pattern, mood/emotion, theme, and 
purpose. 

8.02 Describe ways in which the concepts and skills of other content areas 
taught in the school are related to those of music. 

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 
perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 

 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Identify the distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres 
an styles from a variety of cultures. 

9.02 Describe how elements of music are used in various exemplary musical 
compositions. 

9.03 Compare across several cultures of the world and in history the functions 
of music, roles of musicians, and the conditions under which music is 
typically performed. 

9.04 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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Grade Level Objectives 
Grades Seven & Eight 

 
 
FOCUS AREAS 
 

1. Demonstrating appropriate expressive and technical vocal and 
instrumental practices and habits. 

2. Demonstrating pitch and rhythmic accuracy. 
3. Identifying and applying traditional symbols and terms and using 

appropriate terminology. 
4. Reading and notating rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Improvising, composing, and arranging music. 
6. Listening, evaluating and analyzing music. 
7. Developing an understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and 

other content areas. 
8. Showing respect for the efforts of others. 

 
 
OBJECTIVES (by National Standard) 
 
National Standard 1: The learner will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 

1.01 Sing consistently on pitch, with accurate rhythm and proper breath control, 
in an appropriate range. 

1.02 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
1.03 Sing music of appropriate voicing, with expression and technical 

accuracy. 
1.04 Sing a variety of music representing diverse genres, styles, and cultures. 
1.05 Create harmony by singing 2-part songs, 3-part songs, partner songs, and 

rounds. 
1.06 Sing music written in a variety of keys, meters and rhythms which may 

include changes in tempo, key and / or meter. 
1.07 Show respect for the singing efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 2: The learner will play on instruments, alone and with others, a 

varied repertoire of music.  
 

2.01 Play at least one instrument with appropriate posture, playing position and 
technique. 

2.02 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 
2.03 Play a varied repertoire of music representing diverse styles, genres, and 

cultures. 
2.04 Play by ear simple melodies. 
2.05 Show respect for the instrumental playing of others. 
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National Standard 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and 
accompaniment. 
  

3.01 Improvise melodies and harmonic accompaniments. 
3.02 Improvise variations using major and minor pentatonic and diatonic 

scales. 
3.03 Improvise short melodies, unaccompanied and over given rhythmic 

accompaniments. 
3.04 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 4: The learner will compose and arrange music within specified 
guidelines. 
 

4.01 Compose short pieces using the basic elements of music to demonstrate 
repetition and contrast, tension and resolution. 

4.02 Create an arrangement of existing composition, using different voices 
and/or instruments. 

4.03 Use a variety of sources to compose and arrange music. 
4.04 Show respect for the composing and arranging efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 5: The learner will read and notate music. 
 

5.01 Read whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes, 
dotted note values, quarter rests, half rests, whole rests, dotted rest values 
in 2/4, ¾, 4/4, 6/8, and 2/2 meters. 

5.02 Read notation in treble and bass clefs. 
5.03 Sigh sing melodic notation in the treble/bass clef. 
5.04 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to expressive musical 

qualities. 
5.05 Use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch and dynamics in 

simple patterns. 
5.06 Show respect for the reading and notation efforts of others. 

 
National Standard 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. 
 

6.01 Discuss, describe or explain specific music events in a given aural 
example, using appropriate terminology. 

6.02 Discuss/analyze elements of music in aural examples representing diverse 
genres and cultures. 

6.03 Discuss and explain the basic principles of meter, rhythm, and form in 
analyses of music. 

6.04 Demonstrate auditory perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering 
questions about, and describing aural examples of music. 

6.05 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music. 
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National Standard 7: The learner will evaluate music and music performances. 
 

7.01 Devise criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music 
performances and compositions, and apply criteria in personal listening 
and performing. 

7.02 Identify and describe how interacting musical elements impact one’s 
emotional response to music. 

7.03 Show respect for the musical efforts of others. 
 
National Standard 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other 

arts and content areas outside the arts. 
 

8.01 Compare in two or more arts areas how the characteristic elements of each 
art form can be used to transform events, emotions, or ideas into works of 
art. 

8.02 Describe ways in which the concepts and skills of other content areas 
taught in the school are related to those of music. 

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and 
perseverance while informally or formally participating in music. 

 
National Standard 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and 
culture. 
 

9.01 Compare and contrast the distinguishing characteristics of representative 
music genres and styles form a variety of cultures. 

9.02 Discuss characteristics that cause specific musical compositions to be 
considered exemplary. 

9.03 Compare across several cultures of the world and in history the function of 
music, roles of musicians, and the conditions under which music is 
typically performed. 

9.04 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods. 
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MUSIC GLOSSARY 
 

DYNAMICS: 
The loudness and quietness of sound  
 

• crescendo (cres.) – gradually getting louder 

• decrescendo (decresc.) – gradually getting quieter 

• forte (f) – loudly (literally, strong) 

• fortissimo (ff) – very loudly (literally, very strong) 

• mezzo-piano (mp) – medium quietly (literally, moderately soft) 

• mezzo-forte (mf) – medium loudly (literally, moderately strong) 

• pianissimo (pp) – very quietly (literally, very soft) 

• piano (p) – quietly (literally, soft) 

 
EXPRESSION:  

The nuances of tempo, dynamics, articulation, phrasing, touch, etc. by which the 
combination and succession of sounds are transformed into a vital interpretation of 
a piece of music  
 

• accent – a stress of emphasis on a specific beat, tone, chord or movement 

• articulation – directions to a performer typically through symbols and icons on a 

musical score that indicate characteristics of the attack, duration, and decay (or 

envelope) of a given note. These directions are often interpreted by the conductor 

for the ensemble. The conductor also provides direction where no articulation 

markings are provided by the composer 

• embellishments – an ornamentation; notes, usually of short duration, that are 

added to the main melody of a composition to decorate or ornament the melody, 

they may be either written in by the composer or improvised by the performer.  

• fermata – a symbol placed over a note indicating the note is to be held longer 

than its normal metrical value  

• legato – smoothly; opposite of staccato 

• ritartando – gradually slow down 
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FORM: 

The aspect of music having to do with the structure and design of a composition 
 

• 1st and 2nd ending – indicates change in melody and/or rhythm on repeat 

• AB – a two part compositional form in which the second part differs from the first 

• ABA – a three part compositional form in which the first and last parts are the 

same and the middle part is different 

• ballad – a simple song, usually in the narrative or descriptive form. A ballad 

usually has several verses of similar construction and may or may not have a 

refrain. 

• cadence – the closing of a phrase or section of music 

• call and response – a musical form that features a solo phrase that is answered by 

a larger group 

• coda – a concluding section of a musical composition 

• da capo (D.C.) – indication that the music is to be repeated from the beginning; 

“da capo al fine” indicates that the music is to be repeated to the word “fine” 

• dal segno (D.S.) – indication that the music is to be repeated from the symbol 

• interlude – a section of music between themes 

• introduction – a musical passage prior to the main theme 

• refrain – a section of a song that recurs at the end of each verse; sometimes called 

a chorus 

• rondo – a classical form that includes two or more episodes (B and C) and a 

recurring theme (A) so that the resulting scheme might be ABACA 

• theme and variations –  

• verse – a recurring melody with dfferent sets of lyrics 

 
HARMONY: 

The simultaneous sounding of tones 
 

• accompaniment – the additional but subordinate music used to support a melodic 

line. In piano music, for example, the left hand often performs chords which serve 
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as an accompaniment for the melody performed by the right hand. Similarly, a 

solo musician is often accompanied by a piano or an orchestra. 

• arrangement – a musical composition 

• chord – two or more pitches sounding simultaneously 

• interval – the distance between two pitches 

• ostinato – a repeated melodic or rhythmic pattern or fragment 

• partner song – two or more different songs that can be sung at the same time to 

create harmony 

• round – a song in which the melody is performed by different groups starting at 

different times (also known as canon) 

• texture – the character of music which results from the ways in which the vertical 

and horizontal elements are combined 

 
MELODY: 

A succession of organized pitches having a definite rhythm 
 

• diatonic – the tones of the major or minor scale; distinct from chromatic 

• improvisation – term referring to the spontaneous performance of music without 

previous preparation or any written notes. 

• leap – motion from one pitch to another that is more than a whole tone away 

• line -- a melodic statement which runs through a composition. This line (or 

voice) can be vocal or instrumental.  

• major scale – a collection of seven different pitches ordered in a specific pattern 

of whole and half steps, as shown below: 

1  -  2  -  3  -  4  -  5  -  6  -  7  -  8 

 whole  whole  half whole  whole  whole  half 

• minor scale –  a collection of seven different pitches ordered in a specific pattern 

of whole and half steps, as shown below: 

1  -  2  -  3  -  4  -  5  -  6  -  7  -  8 

 whole  half  whole  whole  whole  half  whole 

• phrase – a natural division of the melodic line, comparable to a sentence of 

speech 
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• pitch – the  highness or lowness of a tone 

• repeated notes – a reiteration of a tone at the same pitch level 

• scale – a graduated series of tones arranged in a specified order 

• step – motion from one scale degree to the next, whether by a semitone or a 

whole tone 

• theme --  a short musical passage that states an idea. It often provides the basis 

for variations, development, etc.  

• tone – a musical sound or the quality of a musical sound 

• unison – identity in pitch; all singing or playing the same tone 

 
NOTATION: 

A system of visual symbols used in writing music to indicate pitch and duration 
 

• bar line – a vertical line on the staff separating one measure from the next 

• bass clef (F clef) – used to notate the lowest sounding notes; the two dots 

surrounding the fourth line indicate a note written on that line is “F” 

• circle of fifths – a graphic representation of the relationship of the key signatures 

in music 

• da capo (D.C.) – indication that the music is to be repeated from the beginning. 

“da capo al fine” indicates that the music is to be repeated from the beginning to 

the word “fine” 

• dal segno (D.S.) – indication that the music is to be repeated from the symbol 

• flat – a symbol indicating that a tone is to be lowered by half a step 

• key signature – the sharps of flats appearing on the left side of each staff to 

indicate the key in which the music is written 

• measure – the segment of music contained between two bar lines 

• repeat sign – the symbols and calling for a repetition of the music enclosed by 

them 

• sharp – a symbol indicating that a tone is to be raised by half a step 

• slur – a curved line drawn over or under a group of notes indicating that they are 

to be played legato 
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• tie – a curved line joining two successive notes of the same pitch indicating that 

the second note is a proglongation of the first and not sounded separately 

• time signature – figures written on the staff at the beginning of a composition 

indicating the meter, or the kind and number of beat used in a measure 

• treble clef (G clef) – used to notate the highest sounding notes; the spiraling 

figure surrounding the second line indicates that a note written on that line is “G” 

 
RHYTHM: 

The organization of musical tones with regard to their duration as distinct from 
their pitches 
 

• beat – the basic unit of time and the underlying pulse in music; the basic unit 

within a measure 

• duple – meter in which the basic unit of puse recurs in groups of two 

• note – a symbol used to indicate the presence of sound for a designated period of 

time 

• rest – a symbol used to indicate the absence of sound for a designated period of 

time 

• syncopation –  deliberate upsetting of the meter or pulse of a composition by 

means of a temporary shifting of the accent to a weak beat or an off-beat. 

• triple – a meter in which the basic unit of pulse recurs in groups of three 

 
TEMPO: 

The pace at which a piece of music is performed 
 

• allegro – fast, lively tempo 

• andante – literally, “at walking pace”; moderately slow tempo, between allegretto 

and adagio (also known as moderato) 

• largo – a very slow tempo, slower than adagio 

• presto – a very fast tempo 
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TIMBRE: 
Tone quality, or tone color distinctive of a singing voice or a musical instrument 
 

acapella – unaccompanied singing voices 

alto – low female voice; also called contralto, second highest part in choral or part 

music 

bass – low male voice; lowest part in choral or part music, lowest range of pitches of 

an instrument 

brass – a group of wind instruments made of brass and other metals and played by 

blowing through a cup-chaped or funnel-shaped mouthpiece; the chief brass 

instruments of the orchestra are the trumpet, trombone, French horn, and tuba 

chest voice –  two or three registers are usually recognized in the classically trained 

voice. These are, in the female voice, the chest voice, middle voice, and head 

voice and in the male voice, the chest voice, head voice, and falsetto. The term 

"chest voice" refers to the tonal quality of this register and the sensations felt 

while singing 

head voice --  the highest register of the voice, as distinct from the lower register 

(chest voice) 

percussion – instruments which are played by striking, shaking, or scraping 

solo – one musician playing or singing alone 

soprano – high female voice; highest part in choral or part music, highest range of 

pitches of an instrument 

string – instruments played on which vibrating, stretched strings are the sound-

producing agents, such as violins, cellos, or bass viol 

tenor – high male voice; third highest part in choral or part music  

tone –  A sound of definite pitch 

woodwind – a term used to refer to wind instruments, now or originally made of 

wood; instruments played by blowing across a mouth hole or into a whistle mouth 

piece or reed; principal members are the flute, oboe, English horn clarinet, and 

bassoon 
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MUSICAL PERIODS AND STYLES – GENRES 
 

• Baroque 

• Classical 

• Medieval 

• Modern (impressionism, American composers) 

o Broadway music 

o Country/Blue Grass 

o Hip-hop/Rap 

o Jazz/Swing/Folk 

o Opera 

o R&B (rhythm and blues)  

o Ragtime 

o Rock and Roll 

• Renaissance 

• Romantic 
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Helpful WEBSITES 
 
About Music ... at the BBC Website  http://www.bbc.co.lik/abolltmllsic/index.shtml 
Students can discover fun facts and biographies about their favorite composers by watching 
clips, interviews, images, and sound bytes. Great site for the evolution of music throughout 
cultures.  
 
Creating Music    http://www.creatingmllsic.com/  
A children's online creative music environment for students of all ages. Kids can compose, 
play with performances, music games, and puzzles.  
 
Discovery School    http://www .school.discoverv.com/  
A good general site for all teachers.  
 
Happy Note     http://www.happvnote.com/music/leam.html 
Students can learn music theory as if it were a game!  
 
Infinite Wheel: Music Generator  http://www.infi11itewheel.com/  
Fun site - check it out!  
 
JW Pepper, Inc.    http://www.iwDePDer.com/  
Great site for browsing and ordering music.  
 
Kathy Schrock     http://www.kathvschrock.netl  
Great bulletin boards and other general teaching aides.  
 
Music at School    http://www.musicatschool.co.uk/  
This site provides resources and internet links for music study. For older students.  
 
Music Mania     http://www.alfv.com/Music Mania/  
Online interactive music activities for young students.  
 
Musical Instrument Encyclopedia  http://www.rehigh.edu/zoellner/encvcloDedia.html 
Experience a sampling of instruments. Complete with images and music samples. 
  
Play Music     http://www.nlavmusic.org/  
Focus on orchestras and musical instruments.  
 
The San Francisco Symphony Orchestra  http://www.sfskids.org  
Great interactive site which includes sections on the Instruments of the Orchestra, an area 
for students to compose, and "the Music Lab"  
 
The Science of Music    http://www .exploratorium.edu/music  
What is music? Explore the science of music with exhibits, movies, and questions. Students 
can compose, mix, dance, drum, experiment, and – above all – listen!   
 
The Sounds Game    http://www.educate.org  
 
This Day in Music    http://www.thisdayinmusic.com  
Fun site to discover what happened today in our musical history...  
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West Music     http://www.westmusic.com/  
A huge collection of instruments and resources for music teachers!  
 
Classical Music   http://www.classicalmusic.com 
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SUGGESTED ELEMENTARY MUSIC MATERIALS 
 

Appreciating Musicals        by William G. Reid 
 
Blues in All Keys        by Jamey Aebersold 
 
D.R.U.M.: Discipline. 'Respect and Unity through Music    by Jimmy Solomon 
 
Evoking Sound        by James Jordan .  
  
Great Composers of the lOth Century      by Jacqueline Wollan 
Gibbons 
  
Group Vocal Technique: The Vocalize Cards  by Frauke Haasemann 

& James Jordan  
 
In Concert! (series)        by Mary Lynn 
Lightloot  
 
Junior Jazz. vol. 1 -3        by Kirby Shaw  
 
Lines and Spaces BINGO       by Cheryl Lavender 
  
Music Express Magazine       by John Jacobson et al  
http: www.musicexpressmagazine.corn  
 
Music K -8 Magazine        by Teresa Jennings et 
al  
http:/ /www.musick8 .corn  
 
Music Moves Me!: Active Listening Strategies    by Wesley Ball  
 
Music Round Robin        by Cheryl Lavender  
 
Music Symbol BINGO       by Cheryl Lavender 
 
Notes Alive! Dr. Seuss's "My Many Colored Days” (Video) 
  
Notes Alive! Nutcracker: The Untold Story (Video) 
  
Notes Alive! On the Day You Were Born (Video)  
  
Recorder Express       by Artle Almeida 
  
Rhythm BINGO (Level 1 & 2)      by Cheryl Lavender 
  
Rhythm Rally! (Level 1 & 2)       by Cathy Blair  
 
Song Styles BINGO        by Cheryl Lavender  
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Sound Ideas: Activities for the Percussion Circle    by Doug Goodkin  
 
Sounds of the Cities: A Musical Road T rip Across America   by David Simons  
 
The Beginning Part - Singer (Vol. 1 & 2)     by Joyce Eilers  
 
The Ultimate Substitute Teacher's Music Resource Guide  by Geoff Lorenz, 

Barbara Meeks, Robin 
Virzi &  
Janet Vogt  
 

Theory for Young Musicians       by Nathaniel Gunod  
& Susan Mazer  
 

Voice Builders for Better Choirs      by Emily Crocker  
 
Whack-a-Doodle-Doo! (for Boomwhackers )     Craig Ramsell, editor  
http://www.boomwackers.com 
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Suggested Books: 
 
The Animal Boogie        by Debbie Harter  
 
A Band of Coyotes  
 
Bens Trumpet         by Rachel Isadora 
  
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom  by Bill Martin, Jr. & 

John Archambault  
 
Down by the Cool of the Pool    by Tony Mitton  
 
Giraffes Can’t Dance        by Giles Andreae &  

Guy Parker-Rees  
 

The Jazz Fly         by Matthew Gollub  
 
The Lorax         by Dr. Seuss  
 
M is for Melody        by Kathy-jo Wargin  
 
My Family Plays Music       by Judy Cox  
 
My Many Colored Days       by Dr. Seuss  
 
Over in the Garden        by Jennifer Ward  
 
The Rainbow Fish by        Marcus Pfister  
 
Spooky Hour         by Tony Mitton  
 
Wee Sing and Learn A B C       by Pamela Conn &  

Susan Hagen Nipp  
 

Wooleycat's Musical Theater  by Dennis Hysom & 
Christine Walker  
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Rubric for Music 

The ADVANCED Learner 
 
The student: 
• Applies understanding of 

musical elements and form 
to personal performance. 

 
• Demonstrates advanced 

skills in musical 
composition, 
improvisation, and 
arrangement. 

 
• Applies critical listening 

skills to the description and 
analysis of the 
performances of others. 

 
• Relates understanding of 

music with personal 
experience and knowledge 
from other disciplines. 

 
• Correlates music with 

history and culture  
    
                     

 

The PROFICIENT Learner 
 
The student: 
• Relates understanding of 

musical elements and form 
to personal performance. 

 
• Demonstrates skill in 

musical composition, 
improvisation, and 
arrangement. 

 
• Relates critical listening 

skills to the description and 
analysis of own 
performance. 

 
• Relates understanding of 

music with personal 
experience and knowledge 
from other disciplines. 

 
• Correlates music with 

history and culture. 
 
 
 

 

The CAPABLE Learner 
 
The student: 
• Demonstrates 

understanding of musical 
elements and form. 

 
• Demonstrates basic skill in 

music composition, 
improvisation, and 
arrangement. 

 
• Uses critical listening skills 

to describe their own 
performance. 

 
• Relates understanding of 

music to prior knowledge. 
 
• Demonstrates an 

understanding of the 
relationship among music, 
history and culture. 

 
 
 
 

 

The NOVICE Learner 
 
The student: 
• Describes musical elements 

and form. 
 
• With guidance, 

demonstrates basic skill in 
musical composition, 
improvisation, and 
arrangement. 

 
• With guidance uses critical 

listening skills to describe 
the performance of others. 

 
• With guidance, relates an 

understanding of music to 
prior knowledge. 

 
• With guidance, describes 

the relationship among 
music, history, and culture. 
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EVALUATION FOR GROUP MUSIC PROJECT 

Names of students in your group: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: The group should choose a short poem for which you will create a sound picture 
using pitched and/or unpitched instruments. You must also provide movement to 

 enhance the poem. The group will decide how the poetry will be presented: chanted, sung, 
Spokane, as a solo, or in ensemble, etc. You will be given time to work on this project in class and 

on Friday you will present your project to the other members of the class. 
 

Assessment Criteria 
 

1. The poetry chosen was appropriate for the project 
5  4  3  2  1 

To a great extent       Somewhat    To a limited extent 
  
2. The instruments chosen helped to convey the mood of the poetry. 

5  4  3  2  1 
To a great extent       Somewhat    To a limited extent 

 
3. The movement performed by the student(s) enhanced the meaning of the 

poetry. 
5  4  3  2  1 

To a great extent       Somewhat    To a limited extent 
 

4. All members of the group worked together effectively to bring about the 
performance. 
5  4  3  2  1 

To a great extent       Somewhat    To a limited extent 
 
Your thoughts about this project: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s thoughts about the group performance: 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Portfolio Reflection-Classroom Music 

Name _________________________________________________ 

This is my work. I am calling it ___________________________________________ 

This is how I did it: _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

This is why I did it: _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

This is how I evaluated it: ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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RECORDER SKILLS ASSESSMENT 

1. Hand position (left on top, two hands supporting) 

________ skill achieved ________ in progress 

2. Tonguing (demonstrate correct note attack with combination of breath support 

and tongue placement)  

________ skill achieved ________ in progress 

3. Tone quality (proper breath support, proper seal of embrochure-mouth on 

mouthpiece) 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 

4. Melody 

a. Can name notes used 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 

b. Demonstrates proper fingerings 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 

5. Responsibility 

a. Demonstrates care of instruments at all times 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 

b. Works cooperatively with others 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 

c. Demonstrates a learning attitude 

________ skill achieved  ________ in progress 
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Singing Skills 

Songs used for evaluation: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Students being evaluated: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Skills checklist compiled by student discussion 

(29 points possible) 

________ energy and projection (3) 

________ singing together (4) 

________ diction and expression (4) 

________ pitch accuracy (4) 

________ tone quality (3) 

________ correct rhythm (3) 

________ concentration and focus (4) 

________ posture (4) 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________ total points for singer(s) 
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Practice Tips for Student Musicians 
 
Elementary-School Kids  

Help your child set up a special place at home to play the instrument.  

Establish a time each day to play. Some children are at their best in the morning, before 
school. Some parents set a time after the evening bath when the child is relaxed, but not 
tired.  

Consider using the phrase "playing time" rather than "practice time."  

If possible, be a positive part of your child's playing time. Sit with your child while he plays 
and ask, "Show me what you're learning." Or, consider learning to play the instrument with 
your child.  

Praise your child for each step forward.  

Never make negative remarks about how your child's playing sounds. It takes time and effort 
to produce musical sounds.  

Encourage other family members to applaud the child's efforts. Positive attention is a great 
motivator.  

Remember that there are always peaks and valleys in the learning process. You and your 
child should expect times of discouragement, accept them, and focus on the positive fact that 
she's learning to make music. Remind her that everything worth doing takes time and effort.  

Provide positive role models. Bring your child to hear amateur or professional musicians 
perform. Take your child to movies that show musicians in a positive light, such as "Music 
of the Heart."  

When seeking private lessons, find a qualified teacher you can talk to easily. Ask about the 
teacher's philosophy of education, and ask to talk to some of the teacher's current students or 
their parents. Make sure your child is comfortable with the teacher.  
 
 
Middle- and High-School Kids  

Help your child set up a regular time every day to practice. 
  
Help him establish a routine. This may require some consultation with the teacher. A typical 
middle schoolers' half-hour practice routine might include:  

• Warm up --1-3 minutes  
• Playa fun, familiar piece -- 3-5 minutes  
• Work on a new or difficult piece –10-15 minutes  
• Work on technical requirements, such as scales or other technique builders -- 5  

minutes  
• Play something fun to conclude the session  

 
High school students may have more technical problems to work on, but they also have the 
ability to practice longer in a more concentrated way.  
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Help your child understand that playing only familiar songs will not help her improve. 
  
Explain to your child that learning happens in stages. Sometimes a student will work on 
something for a long time with no apparent improvement, and then discover a sudden leap 
in ability. Other times, learning happens very quickly. The important thing to stress is that 
consistent practice will yield results. 
  
Help your young musician set practice goals. Keeping a journal, not just a practice chart, 
helps track the peaks and valleys of learning a new piece or improving fundamental skills. 
 
As a parent, don't make judgments about the musical quality of your child's practicing. 
Learning an instrument requires lots of squeaks, scratches, and wrong notes.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 












